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The “triple loyd” is a puzzle that appears every few weeks on The
Puzzling Side of Chess. It is named after Sam Loyd, the American
chess composer who published the prototype in 1866. In this column,
we feature positions that include black pieces.
A triple loyd is three puzzles in one. In each part, your task is to
place the black king on the board.to achieve a certain goal.
Triple Loyd 07

w________w
áKdwdwdwd]
àdwdwdwdw]
ßwdwdw$wd]
ÞdwdRdwdw]
Ýwdwdwdwd]
Üdwdwdwdw]
Ûwdwdpdwd]
Údwdwdwdw]
wÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈw
Place the black king on the board so that:
A. Black is in checkmate.
B. Black is in stalemate.
C. White has a mate in 1.
For triple loyds 1-6 and additional information on Sam Loyd, see
columns 1 and 5 in the archives.

As you probably noticed from the first puzzle, finding the stalemate
(part B) can be easy if Black has any mobile pieces. The black king
must be placed to take away their moves.
Triple Loyd 08

w________w
áwdwdBdwd]
àdwdRdwdw]
ßwdwdwdwd]
Þdwdwdwdw]
Ýwdw0Ndwd]
ÜdwdPhwdw]
ÛwdwGwdwd]
Údwdw$wdK]
wÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈw
Place the black king on the board so that:
A. Black is in checkmate.
B. Black is in stalemate.
C. White has a mate in 1.
The next triple loyd sets a record of sorts. It contains thirty-one
pieces. Only the black king is missing.
Triple Loyd 09

w________w
árhbdwdwH]
àgpdpdw0w]
ßqdp!w0B0]
Þ0ndw0PdN]
ÝPdw4Pdwd]
ÜdRdPdwdP]
Ûw)PdwGPd]
ÚdwdwIwdR]
wÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈw
Place the black king on the board so that:
A. Black is in checkmate.
B. Black is in stalemate.
C. White has a mate in 1.

Triple loyds are not the only kind of chess problem in which pieces
are added to the board. There is a wide range of possibilities.
Our final puzzle is called an “inverted loyd”. The black king is already
on the board and the white pieces must be added.
Inverted Loyd 02

w________w
áwdwdwdwd]
àdwdwdwdw]
ßpdwdwdwd]
Þdpdwdwdw]
ÝwdwdwIwd]
ÜdwdwdPdw]
Ûndwdkdwd]
Údwhwdwdw]
wÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈw
R B N
Place a white rook, bishop, and knight on
the board so that White has a mate in 1.

SOLUTIONS
All puzzles by J. Coakley. Triple loyd 07 is from Scholar’s Mate 90
(2007), 08 from Scholar’s Mate 27 (1995), 09 from Winning Chess
Puzzles For Kids Volume 2 (2010). Inverted loyd 2 is a
ChessCafe.com original (2012).

PDF hyperlinks. You can advance to the solution of any puzzle by
clicking on the underlined title above the diagram. To return to the
puzzle, click on the title above the solution diagram.
Triple Loyd 07

w________w
C
áKdwdwdwd]
àdwdwdwdw]
A
ßwdwdw$wd]
ÞdwdRdwdw]
Ýwdwdwdwd]
Üdwdwdwdw]
Ûwdwdpdwd]
Údwdwdwdw]
B
wÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈw
A. Ka6#
B. Ke1=
C. Kc8 (Rc6#)
Tactics 101: mate by two rooks.
Triple Loyd 08

w________w
áwdwdBdwd]
àdwdRdwdw]
B
ßwdwdwdwd]
C
Þdwdwdwdw]
Ýwdw0Ndwd]
ÜdwdPhwdw]
ÛwdwGwdwd]
Údwdw$wdK]
A
wÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈw
A. Kf1#
B. Kh6=
C. Kb5 (Rd6#)
Perhaps a hard check to discover.

Triple Loyd 09

w________w
árhbdwdwH]
àgpdpdw0w]
B
ßqdp!w0B0]
C
Þ0ndw0PdN]
ÝPdw4Pdwd]
ÜdRdPdwdP]
A
Ûw)PdwGPd]
ÚdwdwIwdR]
wÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈw
A. Ke3
B. Kb6
C. Kg5 (Nf7#)
A real strategic mess.
Inverted Loyd 02

w________w
áwdwdwdwd]
àdwdwdwdw]
ßpdwdwdwd]
Þdpdwdwdw]
ÝwdwdwIwd]
ÜdwdNdPdw]
ÛndBdkdwd]
ÚdwhwdRdw]
wÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈw
Rf1, Bc2, Nd3 were added.
1.Rf2#
[ This is a revised version of the original problem which had numerous
dual solutions.]
For inverted loyd 01, see column 5 in the archives.
Until next time!
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